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the Ellsworth mission as unfriendly. As a way out of the difficulty, the American Government insisted upon articles explanatory of the sixth article of the Jay Treaty which would define exactly what claims the Commission should consider.1 The British Government refused and suggested a new commission.2 This was the condition that faced Marshall when he became Secretary of State. War with Great Britain was in the air from other causes and the rupture of the two Commissions made the atmosphere thicker. On June 24,1800, Marshall wrote the President that we ought "still to press an amicable explanation of the sixth article of our treaty"; perhaps during the summer or autumn the British Cabinet might feel "more favorable to an accommodation/5 But he "cannot help fearing that . . * the British Ministry55 intends "to put such a construction on the law of nations ... as to throw into their hands some equivalent to the probable claims of British creditors on the United States.55 3
Lord Grenville then suggested to Ruf us King, our Minister at London, that the United States pay a gross sum to Great Britain in settlement of the whole controversy.4 Marshall wondered whether this simple way out of the tangle could "afford just cause of discontent to France?555 Adams thought not. "We surely have a right to pay our honest debts in the
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